
 

 

TRL Explorer: Discover the journeys we share with 
clients through a selection of our recent published 
reports, project updates, news and opinion pieces. 

Around the world ... 

 
The Jamaican Ministry of Transport and Mining 
have upgraded to the latest version of the cloud-
based iMAAP platform. As part of a strategy to 
make their roads safer Jamaica in moving from a 
paper based collection of crash data to 
iMAAP  which enables automatic photo, video 
and data captioning. The TRL Software platform 
speeds up the analysis process, and automatically 
identifies safety interventions which offer best 
value for money to save lives. 

 
The TRL Software team is also actively 
participating in improving road safety in India, 
with a major training programme in Himachal 
Pradesh to support users of iMAAP (TRL’s asset 
accident analysis system). 

 

Against the backdrop of the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) relating to transport, 
Dr Alix Mary Edwards has written a paper which 
focuses on the big questions being asked in LMICs 
about improving road safety and building 
sustainable transport systems. She demonstrates 
TRL’s understanding of the issues for the global 
south and suggests affordable ways to tackle 
them. 

On show and on stage ... 

 
Intertraffic 
In March, the TRL team attended Intertraffic in 
Amsterdam. Subu Kamal took to the stage to 
demonstrate the capabilities of SCOOT 7®, which 
optimises traffic signal management plans using 
responsive software that engages with real-time 
live traffic data to keep road users keep moving.  
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Futureworx  
The demonstration of connected autonomous 
plant (CAP) which was planned to coincide with 
the launch of the CAP Roadmap in 2020 (but was 
put on ice during the pandemic) finally took place 
at Futureworx. It was great to see how much 
work across industry has already happened in 
response to the Roadmap. Visitors were given a 
preview of the new CAP Levels, which will score 
machinery according to its level of automation. 
Watch this space for an update! 

From the CEO… 

 
Are our streets really the best place for 
experiments? 
Paul Campion, CEO of TRL, argues that we have 
an obligation to accelerate the development of all 
the things that will help society decarbonise, and 
level up, faster. This means getting out of the lab 
sooner in the development lifecycle, and doing 
more testing on real streets, with the interactions 
and feedback from real users. Validating the 
technology is only half the story; we need to help 
society imagine a better future and embrace the 
changes coming by seeing it for themselves. Read 
his full blog >>> 

 

 

 

Project updates ... 

 
SHARP Project 
The Department for Transport’s Safety Helmet 
Assessment and Rating Programme (SHARP) 
scheme has been leading the way since 2007 by 
providing riders with information about the 
relative safety of their helmets. To ensure the 
SHARP scheme remains at the forefront of rider 
safety, the DfT has recognised the need to update 
the SHARP scheme with the latest advances in 
evidence-based research. TRL has been engaging 
with stakeholders to update the helmet rating 
scheme and ensure the maximum safety of all 
motorcycle riders. Find out more >>> 

 

 
Project Encode  
The last of the current round of InnovateUK 
funded CAV trials, Encode was a resounding 
success, demonstrating the teleoperation of two 
vehicles in separate locations, simultaneously. 
Supporting the safety case for these trials, TRL 
has validated its approach. Encode puts the UK in 
a great place to move on to the next phase of 
fleet trials of remotely operated CAVs, 
anticipating a future vehicle parc with ‘no user in 
charge’. Watch the car being driven by a remote 
operator. 
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In our opinion ... 

 
Measuring the safety of autonomous 
vehicles (podcast) 
Autovista24 interviewed Ben Simpson for a deep 
dive into the conundrum of how to identify the 
right set of metrics for measuring performance 
and behaviour which can be usefully shared by 
AV developers to continually improve CAV 
safety.  

 

 
Potholes prevent preference for pedal power 
In this blog, Dr Shaun Helman confesses he is 
doing his best to cycle rather than take the car, 
but the state of the roads is a major deterrent, 
even on his new all terrain 
bike. https://trl.co.uk/news/i-don-t-want-my-
massive-off-road-vehicle--i-need-it--ruminations-
on-poor-infrastructure  

 

 
Non-prescribed zebra crossings at side roads 
If you missed the campaign by Chris Boardman, 
Cycling & Walking Czar for Greater Manchester, 
here’s our initial research report commissioned 

by TfGM into side road zebra crossings and 
recommendations for further trials. >>> 

 
A roadmap to trials of fleets of remotely 
operated CAVs 
The latest roadmap from TRL safety experts 
identifies the things necessary to permit self-
driving cars on UK roads without anyone in the 
car at all. It shows how to transition CAV trials 
from remote operation of single vehicles, to 
whole 
fleets.https://trl.co.uk/publications/remote-
operation-of-connected-and-automated-vehicles-
-summary-report-  

 

 
Hydrogen: the future energy source (podcast) 
BSI launched a new series of Big Sustainability 
Ideas with an interview with hydrogen fuel 
specialist Dr. Anthony Velazquez - Head of 
Environment and Decarbonisation at TRL. Listen 
to his fascinating insights from the frontline of 
Sustainability. 
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In the lab... 

 
Pavement materials testing 
Check out the range of asphalt and concrete tests 
available from the TRL materials lab. Highways 
engineers and construction contractors 
demonstrate compliance and quality assurance in 
the delivery of their services by testing at an 
accredited lab. >>> 

 

 
Novel research reveals which types of road 
traffic collisions lead to the most severe head 
injuries 
Treatment for brain injuries sustained in road 
traffic collisions could be vastly improved if 
essential in-car sensor data was made available to 
first responders via eCall. PhD research by Claire 
Baker found the link in RAIDS data. >>> 

 

 
Forensic Collision Investigation primer for judges 
& PI lawyers 

Dr Richard Lambourn is co-author of a primer 
explaining the methods used in collision 
reconstruction; it outlines the scientific & 
engineering evidence a court may be expected to 
consider, and what probing questions to ask 
expert witnesses. Read more >>> 

 

 
Over at TRL's London real-world testbed, the 
Smart Mobility Living Lab team have 
completed six projects to accelerate the R&D of 
SME's selected to receive funding via Zenzic's 
Scale-Up programme. Hear from the companies 
what they achieved, and why SMLL offered such 
great value for money to validate their concepts. 

 
 

Invitation: You are receiving this newsletter 
because you are on our mailing list. If a colleague 
would like to receive to future editions of TRL 
Explorer they can sign-up using this form. 

If you wish to stop receiving this newsletter, you 
can unsubscribe at any time by sending an email 
to enquiries@trl.co.uk 
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